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Abstract

As China enters a moderately aging society, the traditional multi-child elderly support model is
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collapsing under demographic shifts, giving rise to new structural risks in old-age security. Con-
strained by shrinking households, intergenerational separation, and weakened family support ca-
pacity, current risks in family-based care are embedded in financial support, daily care, and emo-
tional consolation, exhibiting concealed, persistent, and systemic characteristics. The current reg-
ulatory framework remains insufficiently detailed with respect to the standards for maintenance
support, accountability for duty performance, and multi-stakeholder coordination mechanisms.
This paper proposes a multi-level elderly support system that integrates family responsibility, so-
cial collaboration, market supplementation, and government guarantee. Such a system aims to
transform principle-based provisions into enforceable norms, enhance overall governance effi-
ciency, and safeguard the basic rights and interests of the elderly in an aging society.
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