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Abstract

As China accelerates its transition into a moderately aged society, the silver economy has become a
key component of the national strategy to actively address population aging. This study employs the
VOSviewer bibliometric software to conduct a visual topological analysis of the annual publication
volume, core authors, collaborating institutions, and keyword co-occurrences in research on China’s
silver economy published in CNKI Chinese core journals from 2016 to 2026, with the aim of eluci-
dating the structure of its knowledge network and the evolution of sociological paradigms. The re-
sults indicate that domestic research on the silver economy exhibits significant policy-driven char-
acteristics, with the 2024 State Council General Office Document No. 1 triggering a surge in academic
output; the academic community exhibits characteristics of “localized high clustering and weak
cross-regional connections”, forming a research matrix centered on leading institutions in tradi-
tional demography and public administration; the silver economy, population aging, and the elderly
care industry constitute a solid core of the knowledge network, with emerging terms such as “new-
quality productive forces” and “smart elderly care” appearing frequently in later stages. The re-
search conclusions indicate that over the past decade, China’s academic community has undergone
a profound generational shift in its narrative on aging, successfully completing a historic transition
from the “crisis paradigm”—which focused on basic assistance and social burdens—to the “dividend
paradigm”, which integrates the digital economy and high-quality development.
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Figure 1. Trend chart of publications on the “Silver Economy” from 2016 to 2026
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Figure 2. Network diagram of core authors
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Figure 3. Network diagram of key institutional collaborations
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Figure 4. Keyword visualization chart
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