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Abstract

The issue of old-age security appears on the surface as technical topics such as fiscal revenue and
expenditure, fund balance, or service system supply. However, its sociological essence lies in the
profound changes in the inter-generational relational structure and the welfare responsibility dis-
tribution mechanism under a specific social form. Taking Fei Xiaotong’s “feedback model” of inter-
generational relations as the starting point, this paper interprets the transformation of the old-age
security system as a process from an informal inter-generational contract under the ethical and
family-centered order to a “mixed welfare regime” characterized by state intervention, market pen-
etration, and residual family responsibility. This is essentially the reconstruction of social solidarity.
The article discusses: (1) Why China’s cultural and social foundation of old-age support is based on
inter-generational reciprocity rather than individual rights; (2) how in the process of moderniza-
tion, family miniaturization, population migration, and female employment have disintegrated the
traditional care order, moving old-age support from the private sphere into the public agenda; (3)
The responsibility fragmentation and inter-generational equity tensions within the state-society-
family triangle; (4) The invisibility of the social value of care labor and the institutional continua-
tion of the gendered division of labor. The paper argues that the sociological proposition of old-age
security is not about “whether there is enough money”, but about how to reconstruct the public car-
rier of inter-generational solidarity in an individualizing society.
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