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Abstract

Against the backdrop of digital transformation and population mobility, older migrants face multi-
ple barriers to community integration in their places of destination, including the rupture of social
networks, asymmetry in service information, insufficient community participation, and the over-
lapping effects of the digital divide. Based on social capital theory, this paper introduces the concept
of “digital social capital,” which refers to the accessible social resource networks formed by older
migrants through information connection, interactive participation, and trust accumulation within
smart elderly care platforms and related digital contexts. The study argues that smart elderly care
platforms are not merely tools for elderly care service provision, but socio-technical systems that
connect information, services, relationships, and trust. By integrating information, these platforms
provide entry points for connection; by linking online and offline interactions, they expand weak-
tie networks; and by institutionalized services and sustained interactions, they generate system
trust. In this way, they enhance older migrants’ access to resources, social participation, and sense
of community belonging. Meanwhile, platform empowerment is still constrained by the digital di-
vide, platform dependence, insufficient age-friendly design, and limited offline service support. The
theoretical contribution of this paper lies in extending the explanatory approach to community in-
tegration among older migrants from the perspective of digital social capital.
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