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Abstract

With the continuous penetration of short-video platforms into rural society, fictive kinship narratives
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have gradually become an important communication strategy connecting content creators and ru-
ral elderly users, giving rise to a new form of digital relationship characterized by kinship-like inti-
macy. Taking fictive kinship narratives on Douyin as the research object, this study explores the
formation mechanism of digital trust among rural elderly people. The findings indicate that Douyin
facilitates relationship discovery through algorithmic recommendation, constructs relational con-
nections through the performance of fictive kinship identities, and strengthens these connections
through sustained interactions. Based on the relational logic embedded in the differential mode of
association, rural elderly users gradually develop digital trust under the combined influence of
emotional compensation needs and repeated interactive experiences. Once established, digital
trust becomes embedded in their everyday lives and performs functions such as emotional compan-
ionship, relationship maintenance, and information reference. The study further demonstrates that
digital trust among rural elderly users does not replace traditional trust structures; rather, it rep-
resents an extension and reconfiguration of the differential mode of association within the digital
media environment, reflecting the new development of the logic of rural social relations in the plat-
form era.
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