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Abstract

Urbanization has fundamentally reshaped grassroots social structures. The dissolution of the ac-
quaintance society has eroded informal social capital in communities, undermining the endogenous
financing system for elderly care that relied on mutual assistance and voluntary fundraising. From
a sociological governance perspective and drawing on social capital theory, this paper systemati-
cally examines the multiple impacts of this dissolution on community elderly care financing. It re-
veals that the triple depletion of interpersonal trust, reciprocal norms, and geographical networks
constitute the deep-seated cause of widening funding gaps, declining mutual-aid efficacy, and sup-
ply-demand mismatches. Furthermore, by differentiating social capital endowments across urban,
urban-rural fringe, and rural communities, it clarifies the triple logic of financing model transfor-
mation, constructs a layered and adaptive diversified investment and financing system, and pro-
poses governance pathways from three dimensions—trust reconstruction, norm revitalization, and
network reconfiguration. The aim is to provide a theoretical reference for restoring the public at-
tribute of community elderly care and achieving an integrated development of humanistic mutual
assistance and institutionalized care.
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