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Abstract

With the wide application of Generative Artificial Intelligence (GAI), the digital exclusion of the el-
derly has evolved from the traditional digital divide to a deeper intelligent divide. Most existing
studies explain seniors digital barriers from the perspective of the mobile Internet, lacking discus-
sion on the reshaping logic of digital exclusion under GAI. Based on Bourdieu'’s field-habitus theory,
this paper constructs a four-dimensional analytical framework covering technology, information,
subject and society to interpret the reconstruction mechanism of digital exclusion among older
adults. The study finds that GAI transforms digital exclusion in four dimensions: operational barri-
ers shift to algorithmic cognitive barriers, information scarcity turns into information disorder, in-
dividual incompetence evolves into weakened subjectivity, and explicit segregation becomes im-
plicit algorithmic exclusion, forming new digital inequality marked by an intelligent divide. In re-
sponse, this article constructs an inclusive governance system from four dimensions: technological
inclusivity, cognitive empowerment, ecological synergy, and institutional guarantee. This system
aims to assist the elderly population in completing the transition from “digital integration” to “in-
telligent integration”, and to coordinate the realization of digital equity and inclusive development
in an intelligent society.
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