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Abstract

Against the backdrop of deepening population ageing and the rapid transformation of family struc-
tures, the traditional family-based elderly care model is increasingly challenged by weakened care-
giving capacity, the normalization of intergenerational residential separation, and the diversifica-
tion of older adults’ care needs. As an important spatial carrier for responding to population ageing,
elderly care service facilities are undergoing profound changes in both their social functions and
spatial meanings. Drawing on Spatial Production Theory, Intergenerational Solidarity Theory, and
the Dual Filial Piety Model, this study examines the social logic underlying the spatial function re-
shaping of elderly care service facilities from the perspective of changing intergenerational rela-
tionships. The findings indicate that, under the influence of traditional filial ethics, elderly care ser-
vice facilities were long perceived as symbolic spaces representing the failure of family responsibil-
ity and the rupture of intergenerational ties. However, with the miniaturization of family structures,
increasing population mobility, and the transformation of filial piety from centralized governance
to reciprocal forms, these facilities are gradually shedding their traditional negative spatial repre-
sentations. Their functions have evolved from simple care-oriented spaces into important plat-
forms for maintaining family connections, promoting intergenerational interaction, and providing
emotional support. Furthermore, modern elderly care service facilities have increasingly become
vital “emotional connection hubs” by offering professional care services, creating shared intergen-
erational spaces, and fostering community integration. Therefore, future planning and develop-
ment of elderly care service facilities should move beyond a bed-supply-oriented approach toward
a relationship-support-oriented paradigm. By constructing intergenerationally friendly spaces,
such facilities can strengthen family solidarity and contribute to the realization of active ageing.
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