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Abstract

Against the backdrop of Chinese-style modernization and the rural revitalization strategy advancing
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in tandem, rural homesteads are undergoing a systematic functional transformation from tradi-
tional subsistence-security resources to composite development-oriented resources. Concurrently,
the deepening aging of the rural population, coupled with the weakening of traditional family elder-
care functions and insufficient formal institutional supply, has created a structural tension that in-
creasingly highlights the foundational role of homesteads in the eldercare security of older adults.
Drawing upon spatial justice theory and collaborative governance theory, this paper constructs an
analytical framework of “resource transformation-security reconstruction-collaborative govern-
ance” to systematically examine the realistic manifestations of homestead functional transformation
and its interactive logic with the eldercare security system for rural older adults. The study finds
that the functional transformation of homesteads exhibits threefold characteristics: idleness, capi-
talization, and governance-orientation. While the resource efficiency-oriented institutional changes
enhance allocative efficiency, they also give rise to structural predicaments including the weaken-
ing of residential security, imbalance in benefit distribution, fragmentation of family support, and
insufficient institutional coordination, thereby generating multidimensional risks to the eldercare
security of older adults. The key to resolving these predicaments lies in reinforcing the bottom line
of residential security, optimizing benefit distribution mechanisms, reconstructing family and com-
munity support systems, and promoting the synergy between resource governance and eldercare
security institutions, so as to achieve a dynamic equilibrium between efficiency logic and security
logic.
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