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Abstract

Contemporary historical documentary creation faces a dual challenge: ensuring the accurate trans-
mission of historical information while meeting the aesthetic demands of modern audiences. Due
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to the limitations of the era of visual materials, contemporary historical documentaries cannot fully
recreate the life or original appearance of historical figures and often rely on reenactment and re-
construction to present them. The core essence of documentaries lies in their authenticity, and thus,
the difficulty for historical documentaries is to find a subtle balance between authenticity and por-
trayal. As audience aesthetic demands continue to grow, documentaries also need to evolve on the
basis of their authenticity, expanding from simple fact recording to the coexistence of storytelling
and visual aesthetics. The study focuses on analyzing the literary narrative strategies and cultural
memory construction in historical documentaries, exploring how narrative techniques can gradu-
ally advance the sedimentation process of cultural memory. Documentary creators, through scene
reconstruction and emotional resonance, awaken the audience’s recognition of historical figures,
strengthening collective identity in generational inheritance, and can provide practical references
for the contemporary transformation of cultural memory.
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