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Abstract

As a core venue for the “Hua-Ya Interaction” (the rivalry between refined and popular opera genres)
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and a major hub for opera performances in the Qing Dynasty, Yangzhou preserves ancient opera
books that carry crucial information about the evolution of regional culture and the transformation
of opera history. However, these books have long been scattered in storage and under-researched.
Focusing on Qing Dynasty opera manuscripts and block-printed editions held by public institutions
such as Yangzhou Library and Yangzhou University Library, as well as local private collectors, this
paper systematically sorts out over 200 ancient books using methods including document surveys,
version comparisons, and interdisciplinary analysis, clarifying their preservation context and ver-
sion characteristics. The study finds that “block-printed editions funded by salt merchants” and
“adapted editions of local operas” constitute the core features of Yangzhou'’s ancient opera books:
the former confirms the supporting mechanism of commercial capital for the engraving and dissem-
ination of opera documents, while the latter presents the trajectory of the integration of the vocal
styles of Kunqu Opera and Yangzhou Luantan (a local opera genre). By cross-verifying with docu-
ments such as Yangzhou Huafang Lu (Records of Painted Boats in Yangzhou), this paper reveals the
core value of this collection of ancient books in the research on the “integration of Hua and Ya op-
eras” and the restoration of the regional opera ecology, and proposes a contemporary inheritance
path featuring the “trinity of protection-research-practice”.
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