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Abstract

The Straw Dragon is one of the dragon types in the first batch of China’s national intangible cultural
heritage, the Tongliang Dragon Dance. Originating in ancient agricultural rituals and blessings in
the Tongliang region of Chongqing, it has evolved through history into a distinctive form of tradi-
tional folk art. Based on field investigations and interviews with inheritors of the “Dragon Dance
and Paper Weaving” intangible heritage, this paper takes the Straw Dragon Weaving Craft as its main
research subject, systematically examining its historical evolution, production process, and contem-
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porary inheritance status. The study records in detail the exquisite craftsmanship of local artisans,
analyzing the entire process from material selection to the making and decoration of the dragon’s
head and tail. It further proposes a path of parallel development between tradition and innovation
to address the challenges of inheritance and to enhance the cultural value and dissemination of the
craft.
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