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Abstract

By comparing the original novel Sword Snow Stride and its adapted TV series Sword Snow Stride
(Season 1), the study finds the show has creatively broken through the implied connotations of the
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source material. It takes unique Chinese-style fatherly love as a hidden narrative thread throughout
the series. It not only concretely presents the metaphorical model of fatherly love against the back-
ground of China’s fine traditional culture, but also offers precise interpretations through the actors’
embodied performance. In doing so, it further evokes empathy among contemporary Chinese mid-
dle-aged and young fathers, leading them to sigh with emotion, “At first glance, one fails to grasp the
show’s implication; on closer inspection, one becomes a character within it”. This series creatively
portrays Chinese-style fatherly love as four concrete dimensions: it is metaphorical rather than ex-
plicitly expressed; demonstrated and exemplified through actions; dedicated to devoting every-
thing to planning and striving for his children and a lifelong commitment to supporting his children
even at the cost of his own life.
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