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Abstract

Directed by Shao Yihui, Her Story breaks through the traditional narrative paradigm with a gentle
yet sharp narrative style, and makes new explorations in the portrayal of female experience and
gender relations. The “plantimagery” in the film is by no means an accidental visual embellishment,
but a core symbol carrier deeply embedded in character naming, scene design, thematic expression
and audio-visual language. These plant images not only inherit the classic connotations of plant
symbols in Chinese traditional culture, but also complete the creative transformation of symbolic
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meanings in the contemporary context. The character correspondences represented by Wang Tiemei
(branch), Wang Moli (flower), and Xiao Ye (leaf) construct a “branch-flower-leaf’ female mutual as-
sistance relationship, breaking the competition and dependence among women in traditional nar-
ratives. The three are interrelated and nourish each other, jointly forming a new symbolic order
pointing to female “autonomy, mutual assistance and symbiosis”, and ultimately condensing into a
complete and tension-filled symbolic system, making the abstract friendship and subject awaken-
ing tangible and perceptible.
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