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Abstract

This study takes the documentary The Axis of Beijing as its research object. From the perspectives of
spatial narration and urban semiotics, it systematically explores the construction and communication
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mechanisms of Beijing’s Central Axis as the core symbol of the city’s image. First, the paper analyzes
how the documentary transforms the Central Axis from a physical space into a symbolic space bear-
ing historical memory, cultural identity, and expressions of modernity through image encoding.
Furthermore, from three dimensions—narrative strategies, symbolic translation, and media tech-
nologies—it dissects multiple discursive practices embodied therein, such as time compression, dual-
line parallelism, and soundscape. Finally, by examining the reconstruction of memory fields and the
cross-media communication matrix, this study reflects on the dialectical relationship between cul-
tural inheritance and meaning flow in the production of contemporary urban images. It aims to pro-
vide theoretical references and practical approaches for the contemporary communication and dy-
namic preservation of historical and cultural symbols.
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