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Abstract

German director Wim Wenders’ 1987 film Wings of Desire poetically reimagines the urban panorama
of Cold War Berlin through an angelic perspective. Erwin Panofsky’s iconographic theory, with its
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three levels—pre-iconographical Description, Iconographical Analysis and Iconological Interpreta-
tion, can be employed to decipher the symbolically significant urban images within the film, such as
the ruined Potsdamer Platz, the Berlin Wall dividing East and West, and the vibrant circus. Collec-
tively, these images construct Berlin’ s complex image as a “City of Trauma”, a “City of Oppression”
and a “City of Hope”. Ultimately, the layered interpretation of these visual symbols points to the
beacon of Hope embedded within the urban imagery of Wings of Desire, where Berlin, even under
the shadow of history, continues to radiate anticipation for the future.
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