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Abstract
With the theatrical release of “Ne Zha 2 (Nezha: Mo Tong Nao Hai)”, the question of how digital
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technology intervenes in cultural inheritance has once again sparked significant discussion. Proceed-
ing from the ontological characteristics of the film, this paper situates script adaptation, thematic in-
novation, and digital technology within a unified analytical framework and identifies three principal
modes through which digital technology is applied to traditional culture: reproduction, interpretation,
and reconstruction. Through innovations in the generation of the Ne Zha character and in image com-
positing techniques, the film accomplishes a modernized reconstruction of the classical narrative and
a reinterpretation of its core themes. By contrast, cases such as digital museums and intangible cul-
tural heritage databases rely predominantly on the mode of reproduction, whereas certain domestic
animations that have attempted interpretation and reconstruction frequently confront problems of
oversimplified cultural connotations or an imbalance in which technology overshadows the content.
The analysis demonstrates that the script of “Ne Zha 2” structurally adapts the traditional Ne Zha nar-
rative; its inherent ethics of personal growth and inquiry into identity endow the technological form
with meaningful support, while the technological means at the level of character design and visual
effects translate these themes into a perceptible cinematic experience. The two form a mutually con-
stitutive rather than a unilaterally determinative relationship. Empowering cultural inheritance and
innovation through digital technology is by no means a mere technological upgrade; instead, it re-
quires deep synergy with creative transformation at the content level. The three pathways—repro-
duction, interpretation, and reconstruction—each possess distinct characteristics and limitations and
must be prudently selected according to the type of cultural heritage and the objectives of dissemina-
tion. This study offers both an analytical framework and an empirical reference for the living practice
of traditional culture within the digital humanities perspective.
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