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Abstract

The gilt and glass-inlaid dragon and phoenix Zun from the Eastern Zhou Dynasty is currently housed
in the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. The body of the vessel is inlaid with “dragonfly eye” glass beads.
Due to the similarity of its surface decoration style to a group of artifacts unearthed from the East-
ern Zhou tombs in Jincun, Luoyang, it is said to have been unearthed from the Eastern Zhou tombs

XESIH: REEE. FRAESHRE RS AN, SRV RYIR, 2026, 15(3): 466-475.
DOI: 10.12677/arl.2026.153064


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/arl
https://doi.org/10.12677/arl.2026.153064
https://doi.org/10.12677/arl.2026.153064
https://www.hanspub.org/

R

in Jincun, Luoyang. In the past, most academic research focused on the evolution, decoration, and
symbolic meaning of bronze weapons themselves, while there was less research and discussion on
decorative objects such as Zun, which are used as weapon ornaments. The gilt and glass-inlaid
dragon and phoenix Zun from the Eastern Zhou Dynasty discussed in this paper is quite special in
terms of the number of unearthed pieces, the size of the artifact, the body decoration, and the sur-
face craftsmanship compared to other Zun of the same period. Therefore, this paper combs and an-
alyzes the decorative style of this artifact and the materials of the inlays on its surface, and con-
cludes that this artifact has the typical style characteristics of the Jincun artifact group and is a ritual
utensil with symbolic meaning. In addition, this paper demonstrates from the perspective of the
relationship between the weapon function attributes of Zun-type artifacts and the shape of the
socket, arguing that the shape of the socket of the artifact is restricted by the specific function of the
weapon.
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Figure 1. Eastern zhou gilt bronze zun inlaid with
glass and decorated with dragon and phoenix motifs

B 1. RAZEHRTBLRE

DOI: 10.12677/arl.2026.153064 467 SR TR


https://doi.org/10.12677/arl.2026.153064
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

REE

Figure 2. Glass beads inlaid in the base of the zun
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Figure 3. Bronze Ornament illustrated in William
Charles White. Chalfant’s Tombs of Old Lo-yang
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Figure 4. Spindle-shaped bronze terminal ornament
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Figure 5. A Pair of gold-and-silver-inlaid terminal
fittings with glass bead inlays
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Figure 6. Eastern zhou jade mirror inlaid with glass,
harvard art museums (formerly the Fogg Art Museum)
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Figure 7. Artifact No. M251:278-2, Jinshengcun, Tai-
yuan
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Figure 8. Artifact No. M251:486, Jinshengcun, Taiyuan
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Figure 9. Artifact No. M216:3 from the Provence Resi-
dential Community, Zhengzhou
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Figure 10. Artifact No. C1M5560:62 Unearthed from
Tomb C1M5560, Tanggong Road Primary School, Luo-
yang
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Figure 11. Artifact No. M14:5-13 Unearthed from Tomb
M14, Fenshuiling, Changzhi
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Figure 12. Egg-shaped socket opening
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Figure 13. Gilt bronze mythical beast ornament with
glass-inlaid eyes
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