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Abstract

The elephant-shaped zun from Shixing Mountain in Liling, housed in the Hunan Museum, is an
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outstanding representative of Shang and Zhou bronze culture. With its unique artistic form and rich
cultural connotations, it serves as important physical material for the study of ancient Chinese bronze
civilization. This paper conducts an in-depth discussion of this precious artifact from three aspects: the
object’s physical characteristics, North-South cultural exchange, and functional implications. Through
a detailed analysis of the zun’s form, decoration, and casting techniques, it reveals the phenomenon of
North-South cultural integration embedded within it. In conjunction with the ritual tradition of “mak-
ing vessels in imitation of images” (zhi qi shang xiang) during the Shang and Zhou periods, it explains
the multiple meanings of the elephant-shaped zun: its utilitarian function as a wine vessel, its role as
amedium for communication between humans, gods, and ancestors in religious sacrifices, and its sig-
nificance as a symbol of power and status.
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Figure 1. Elephant-shaped zun from Shixing Mountain in Liling
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Figure 2. Detail of the elephant-shaped zun from Shixing Mountain in Liling
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Figure 3. X-ray of the side view of the elephant-shaped zun from Shixing Mountain
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Figure 4. Elephant-shaped zun in the collection of the Musée Guimet
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