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Singlish: Linguistic Transfer and Chinese Elements
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Abstract: As one of English varieties, Singlish differs from British or American English as it is heavily in-
fluenced by Chinese in particular, Malay, and Tamil in general. There are varied factors of linguistic transfer
in terms of phonology, vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar. This paper attempts to delve into the
transfer of Chinese elements in the formation and development of Singlish.
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LA HAIE, BB BEEH E0TE

1. FE A

CHOE/EE MR RIS, SO T A AR EA .
7 A R N M 3 €8 R 14 T I T 1 S R 0 i A
LA e,

FmgoE . #. G AME—DIE N E, HAE
NG RZHMEZR. “FmEsia An 400 £, H
LB, 5 77.4%, DRAIRZ, 5 14%,
ENEEAN G 7.2%5,”

NBRZE AL 518 5 e fild T = — R FIAFAE . I8
SN, NRIES. 18 M AR
A, EE MR AR BT AR E 2,
FOMBE S R AW E AR, R =% K
TR RIS S X NIRZ TS ES, AR B
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WG 7RG R R R AR SRR ZORRIE MR . A SCAH IR T A (1
EHE S L EESETT IR U RAT RN P RSO TT R TN v S HAE S IE R R E LR .

HEN, K EMEaH UM fEEs. W,
IR W BRGNS g XbiE.
EIE S TS HARE S WS SRE R OK R,
AT o N2 FhiE s,

AT ERERZI, BN SiE h B NR 2 D0
(W)Ul R R E w05 75 ) Bl i, AR E K
SRR, BAREPEAIERFIE. ME A —A
VB I N DABETE B % ) X Mg v, (0B i iE
B B WTCIREE Y, B AT INAE IR — PR
TR, PR S YRR I HE O R b
HEiE, MR TR Y Singaporean English, tHFR
N Singlish(Hr A FEE)

T 0 S T AE B I ) S AR v A L
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o AR 2R NAME SISO 57 T 9 e
i, B RENE RIS B My BR AR A AR SR T A BERY
WOIRF N Alvin Pang ANBCH FOINR LR, FraiA
RS TP N IR kD T R BTN TE AR N
BAEFE T ARE, IS ERE 2 “hrEsii A
APC RS S s S 7 B R IS — Bk
YEZK Catherine Lin 3075, X BB AT A oeif (1
TRIL AR A3

“Yes, Madam, quite big family—eight children, six
sons, two daughters, Big family! Ha! Ha! No good,
madam, in those days, where got family planning in
Singapore.” (KK, &4, B—MREF—FH/)\NNE
T AN WAL 2 N— RS g !
Ahfo %, FmBAGETIAEEH. )

2. PAEEE X TR SHNKE

EEREMER. —ADRITSCHARTE P EdE .
RE. TR, —fiEF N — M2
AT R, IR S B SR AR
JARAEFINPA LA RE T, 2 RA M 2 s Rk
TR F AN ST, R T AR AT TS
FRESEJTIS “RRESEE” B C NI SRR A AN F R
FEfESR, BAECR e snn.

21 B, =

W ssE T, EEE. EEED, U, K, 1S
[BERT DL RS, WAl UR AR S & . bl 5%
T pore R B BE AT LA AL @8 15 1) “ 37 GRIEH),
W AT DU ADE @ 5 1)« (AESTEE), 1M bore 1

e BT SRAE )« M R R S R R (il
o

ANAE TR B R ) 2 R X FNDPUE AN
& EIR1% . t0: better/bet:o/, enter/ent:o/, WriAZKRT
—ANEITEGE, PN E T A A “beh-(H)-ter 7.

EMEERT, WEPRAME, HFHAD.
Ul peace = peas~ let =led. H-HZEF HABH, AN,
MUELE, B, 2P AR KE B

OIS TE ARG ei/day  Fl/ou/low 584564,
N TCE, HARXUEE K & B LT BUE UG &
Pk, Bl BSRERUN, WAIAKE. HEiEha
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BATTE, MEANFINSEE R R — RO, g
i hor, K/ho~/.

SEAT o AT /07 0 0/ FE DU B e % 7 THI A R A
RFK), DRI T E S fid 1 B g Al T A .
1) I’ see you three o’clock this afternoon. (three & & N
/triz/); 2) You must put the theory into practice. (theory
KB Htiori/)

WOMBESHEAET 2 R T DOETH M T T 5,
BB, A ST REAME, TR w7
HRI—FE, IR RIPONHLIAE T 22, T2k
EIEE AE G2, NE KB TREES. 0
TIX LT ZEHE A, S [ G AE 1RV T R R R R A LR
%, WEHMRMRE, REEE, NHFEERA
Lo it

1) SHINE DB e g rh ) - E L IR AR
JT A R L

YL[EJEIE : uni’versity; popu’lation; BTN IEIE
uni’ver’si’ty; ‘po’pu’la’tion.

2) G [E GEE I iR AT X e 2R D Re, TR
PIEAE A -

g [E FE i . re’cord( 31 ), Crecord( % A ) ;
in’crease( 3l 7] ), ’increase( 4% iH), BT NI TEiE .
re’cord(BiA . 441d)); in’crease(iA]. 1),

2.2 LR FTIEE

RTINS, R 2 HOH N 5 3ATF R F
ALK A H B SIS RR IR [, ANTTEEK
T, BEERKR. B, EHMEXHB
“Medisave account” il B, B 7 IX PR A
Medisave account AH 257 Hh [ K Pl R 97 DR IS A B 48
BB TR N AN X P ARG, B
AT AR RS A N7 9 Y, 38 w] F RASE AT HESR
JEBUIAEE, S ARSI RS 9

“Graduate Mother Scheme” 1A% H 1] “ Graduate
Mother” N EA RZF 22 LA QIS E L. HrnigkEg
ISR B it — R HEATIX — iR, BEiRR
HRFZZINAL RIS ZE . B RER A2 KR
N CABPRT R, TR RS eSS
TE S RIS, RIS IS AE . YR SCAb

“Medisave account”. “Graduate Mother Scheme”
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S B S A, AR SEE N RRE I E R
(7, PRI, S8 3& N WA SETE T B ALCA “ Medisave
account”. “Graduate Mother Scheme” X FEFJTE 5 RIA
o

FONINAE R SEE, KRBT =K, —KR
EIEXI & I e s, —R2dE e Ea
M O ESE . s, 2l RIFEE A JEE
HUAR AR . HUN R 2B S I AEE, — A
HAERAHREZMES N SMEE . BIERLAER
EE RN, BTEUaR. #har). Ui
PR, AATT 2 R A 2 V55 P 8 A T 328 FH AS [R] PR
5 AT AR, TP ARE AR .

—MEF BN EH TR IE I 6 AR R
oA “ARgAER” B, et b R, 2 EEIE
RAS IS Bl FHE & (L T XA . B,
UM 98 B ILET: no head no hail % 3k &
Kiasu/kiah su 1%, §+ 56245 AT N(18 B 1) ang pow
AT HEIE). ah? B2 . Ah Beng FiJ B (k= 3L
WABFER B F) . aiyah! BUF/MG 0, M, AN (46
#7J7%). ang moh FEACKE TIEED “AE", &K
WIHER = N). shiok BE! (FREEJT ). wah!FE! (FEgt
77 &)~ chinchai FEAE . keksim {42 (EE “Pr” )
kongsi A1)\ towkay ZHR . cheam VREL, MR M (E
T “UR” ). hamsap U6 (55 “ AR ” ) char kway tiao
JORRIET . pakto $14, RANZSE. X LEIR)EAUH Nk
TR IX P g B AR AR A WAR 1 7 . IX SR 5
T A IAE 200 BV IR AE IR, a4 1]
kiasu JRAEH R 497 kiasuism( B T 5H N AASH
7% J 15 1k 0 ) » pakto YRAE Hi 4 5 44 1] paktology(E
85 L A28 L FHiFIFBIMAT), cheam f7A:H
cheamology (VR B, MHURAMENE). LA — L BIRZAIE
DRI, HALG 20, i eat snake Iz
i, B PRCRH IS, HRHmfmes. » 1T,
W)

IR, TR 2 PUE A 1] BT S 2 Lk AR v
PR TR B R N R AR R . IS HHEER
P, (SIFFE R AR 340884 « 7o B Ry
IR 3 AL B N AR — S i B 3] — b e kAR
FIES, XibhIEE T (ENES %X, bk
NAREF#F, v TR R W ABA T R AT 2B S . A

Copyright © 2012 Hanspub

R TE . s TR R BT, A AT Uit 2 91
JRR, BRIRE T AR SO SCE nd eiE . s
WrRE /R AN, 2R BB TR Z M7 1) 3
T, UrESREAR L.

AR 225 T DUE 3T i3 948 175 v T 1IE U
H o X FB A RNEELFEYR B T 95 I B A TR
MpRIETE, T iEg a2 dk & fRaedt
O P A, L i BT A
] red packet(ZLf3)F1 take steamboat dinner("Z ‘K %) .
X RIREAEPTE AR L FAE AT RE LR,
IR MELEAZ Lo 1 FR R B AR R0 S5 1], SR AR 9 1d B
2 iy %) ARV TR AN 22 0 SCAE BR ) 7R T AR R
JEE, EAT R ORI A Sk, e seiE
i . XBESANE T &R, i T ERR
BT ANE BRI G, ERR SR A IR
MR, FEERIGE, FHIS N i 9615 J L-F4%
VT FhRAESEIE, A M s Rt e AR ER
fr, SER S HAARIE S —1E, $HTANKE
BRAEMHE LRz e, 7e#E T BT H
T A ) TR S UR A B R B T URUR I P A
I 5EE

2.3. 1BEES

2.3.1. Eif
TN D H ) — M R AN R Y[R 2R R
WAL, P VR 2 R A B B [ R 1 N,
PNt ) BRUBRINL o T D3R R v R R ] A A R R
FE, ANREEN, X — s A E T R AL
1) Mah: FRFR—AJTERIN R L, FPGE
“UR” AL, —ARDMETE R P, RaRiiEE AR
FEH SRR RN, M MNZALHEHZA AR, o
ZHHIE 2 EAEWR S X FlUl: a) But he very
good at sports, that’s why can play soccer mah! f{x &
A, FTUAEREA3IX A 47U ! b) A: Aiya, why so late!
Mg, NAAB8418 ! B: 1 had to wait for him mah.
FFAEAIIRR L (FE 0T L AE ) o
2) Ha: Uil DMICTT 18 T & i A5 0, s
Bir. MREEIES,. #lU: a) Dropitha! Ef#i! (B
NEE); b) Why so late ha? N4 BB RR? (R
NEETIA); ) Give me some another one ha. FR45 3,
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BB, (ZE)

3) Lor: MHATIE “%'7, HRIRIHFRRFEAH
A, FBGEHA “F 4k, AnTHeR” oS, #l
Wiz If you don’t do the work, then you die-die lor! <A
AR, BHFEE® ! (D3RR E).

4) Leh: 4T M Fg 5 “W17, HTHAHTE] .
B ) A1) o B i TS Bl a) Give me leh! 253007 !
b) How come you don’t give me leh? /R/E4 A5 FIT ?
¢) The tickets are seriously ex leh. ZESZ7ER S,

5) Hor: A4 T [ i& “F”. #ll: Then hor,
another person came out of the house. #RJ5We, HH—
AN R T . Hor {EIESBhiA, A HXJ51E
SKRIAIZZ 2 X: This shopping center also very nice hor.
RGP ORI 1) 2N

6) Ar: FHMTHEGIE “R7, —MARRAEE X
[)5)F454: This boy ar, always so naughty one! X/
B, ZrRIX AW Ar HATEES BYE, NS
[ 6] (35 : How come like that one, ar? /E-AIXFET] 2

7) Meh: AH2 T BB A “IE”, AT i
1) “HETE”, FSREB I VIESMISEN . Flh: They
never study meh? MEE AT ? You don’t like
that meh? MEIERAS Z ARG ?

2.32. @A “tobe”

HOMEIEE H EA very. so. not ZF{LE to be.
not to be AL, SPUEREMY;, HPESE KRB,
#41: 1) This house very nice. 1X™55 F1R1UFE - 2) You
so stupid! /REZ! 3) That car not worth the money.
WEAMEER.

2.3.3. &id

ZDCERSA, NS SEE AR A R E MRS
2, WATREIR. #U: 1) He can play piano. il
22N EE . 2) 1 like to read storybook. K= WE M
“5.3) Your computer got virus one, is it? {4 HEL kA& A
ZHWiE? 4) Many students cannot come because of

the heavy rain. HT F KM, 1RZ%F4EHE K.

234 BEA

Never fESCRHIETZ “KA” WER, (HEWN
PEE A — AR, FPGEHR “%” (B5E
HAR A 2 2O F: 1) How come today you never hand

28

in homework? R4 KEAEZAEI? 2) How come he
never pay? /B4 KATE?

235 EE

T I S v R B BB Y TR A 1A T B
A, DERREEMINGE, X— mABGE B AH L
1) You go take the small-small one. /R & /NINETRAS o
2) Play play HH %,

2.36. TEIE

SPGEMRL, Frn s e s EAEEE . PriE
AT, RIS, FRE AR
S o DU N v S [ T 0 R T A )
B: 1) This country weather very hot, one. 1X™E %K
AAR. (TERIE ML ED); 2) Yesterday got so many
people! FER ANEZ ! (1EEIE NHTIE]); 3) Play soccer
he very good. ¥ /2 Bk ETF-. (IEAIE NYEH]); 4) That
person there cannot trust. FSILHA AEAL . (GHEE
HEEE).

FPGE—FE, I3 SeE PG s v DL RS : 1)
Not good one lah. (iX/MANEF[]Hi. 2) How come never
show up? (f)/E-4 %K ? 3)1 like badminton, dat’s why
go play every weekend. FKENCFIEEK, FrbAER)EA
JAIAR#ABZFT . 4) He not feeling well, so decide to stay
home and sleep. 3 S AT, LA E RAERK
LR

237. REBHAF

St A TR IR g, MPGE TP AR B
TEA), R R AEFINBEE AR R 1 R, Hrin
WITRIR 2 AR IR . AERIED, WR IR
BRSO IR A, BB o B 40: 1) A: You think you
can do it? B: Can. No problem. 2) A: This apple is very

expensive. B: From China la, that’s why so expensive.

238 RERNE

TEFRMETSE S, already F1 ever 58I BNAE K158 B,
W e sE RN A, il

1) John already bought an apple.

2) John has already eaten the apple.

3) This is the sweetest apple I have ever eaten.

JEIE I SR B3 iE LSRR, already A1 ever
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Rt e .

TEHT NI HEE B, SR A K284 IF To R AT
T, WA s E AR TS, EAEET“IER”,
CHHAE” Z RIS E . BTSRRI R . BRAESCHY
TR REIE A1, BT I3 i % H already A1 ever:

1) I see that movie already. (ROEH T B
Fo)

2) I ever see that movie. (AT IEHFE . )

ATLLE Y, TEBINSEEF, already AT 00E
) “T7, RoRTERARBGEIAA: ever 2T DUER]
“RL7, RORGIGMAN,

M already. ever &G HL, FRATAT DATE 28 4
B BIPAERH NG IR0 o 7237 I 1 vh K 32
DB SR BOHVE A SR RE AR 2, Wb
open ZARFRAETLIE 1) turn on: Open the light/tap
please. (=Turn on the light/tap please); % one FHTETEZ
YV AR J5 , PR A R s A 1A AR, -
This is my one. (=This is mine.); ¥ one FIERE &
i, 4 This is not fair one. (=This is not fair.)iX L&
Z T CALE B DN 3 S v g K i 0 = ORI RS, AT RE
Je T FAE FHSEE 4R N2 BRE RN, DA
FAESRM . EFRHETEEF, open HEERT “door” #
fic % open the door, TARERT tap(ZK Je k) light(T)~
television( HL ML) 544 B . (EHAEBRES, Zhial “IF”
RERTLAFIAZ 3R] “077 400, tHnl DURD “HAT ™, “OKE
K7L CHALHL $ERC, DT, ERTINSSEE T I T
open the light. open the tap. open the television 5%,

“one” MIMJREVE HPUER) “I” (BURIGM “ke”
JIETER) “e” ), i “RXARFRETTH”, N one
AT DLEARHT T ) 44 3], 35X 616 FH S5 RIS B T “ This
book is my grandpa one”. DUEFIRIIZEHME, 1 “XAA
P ” P “So unreasonable one”.

3. REHESH

B MARRLEE T AR, s A,
RS R SORSE, e s A AR T R
o P (KA RIS ST B A7 BT e R 1K) 22 6 SCAG Rt
AR SEE A T RTITRA B AR LR i A%
KITERE . JAEA LUNIEEEN T AN SE T,
EREZFEEZR. ZLREENATLUREL AL
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JEIE H S SR RO RE . B IETE R HTIN A
I H R3S 0 b B A B i, A B B BB n 38 s

\\\\\

31 &S, HAE

“REASF AR BT UL E S LA NE T
G, BT REWAE H OGS WCAREE,”
WO TR T B IR T L 9ETE, (HF A R 5
PORIRE . HOInpoeiB iy A AR 889, =ik B F 2
WY, BARHGE, ADOEYTERRALL, EM5ESEsE
AR BN IEEF, A7 R R, B
FHIRIRE DRGSR, — B SBEAER,
X RIS SEIE AT X ), AR R B DOE AT
HLZ AL

B e NS iB i A ST B RR 1 &, 1
SPGB R PP B AR DIES
RETR I RIS, OB IS o 2 3% (1
fiE.

3.2 LR FTIEE

FARA LR IGE S H BN & 2 R4
GANEIDEATE 7 e s b T D E v R AT D EZ B LA
LR B R R B e an 4, WATRE
B S B S BLR AT AL, BRI A TR
BT IARTE LL R RAE T % B IS iE ARy oeif
RYE TR A 2B R 2 TR E K.
AR PTABLR S 536, T8, Tn, RS
FISACEIRKAE, TR, Hroinds e il o 2l e « 42
307 B AR RN AR T “HESE. AR, 3R
s ARSI

3.3. &

WO IR (1R i DL SeiE N2, 213
(0B I N A 1R I & 1 0 9815 5 e [ 95 e
BER . WINBE T #OE . R I sLiE 2 B
L [E SETE AR AE R T ST . RTINS B2
HEE S R ESGETEERN Z R R, TR IEM
B E . REERBUSINBISE MR R, R — LA
Wr B “fesC” B “ARTE T TR, RNESEH. FER
TN T R 52 DU R M T 3 BT A SR 3 47 1R
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%,
4. 45iE

S I B AL 3T 1 Lo 2K sk UL
s B — A AR R, R4 BRVE BBl N T % Bl
Fre . A BOn . S5 RIFRE (L 2 Mhsis
K. B SEE AR 2 — kT . £
ZICALTESE T, FOINI SR A A A1 F A
BI(EE . EDE . D) RYE B 5 0 7 A LR
P, ERPINSEEERR TR KR, 2T
NS S, R AR I R

MULERIBIERE, Frnsais i . i,
TEIEAE T I W T 2 A S R A SR S T T B T
B R R ISR A A . e
Jt A7) b 0 81 AR B 3 D T R i R /N B
Mo. EREZFEZR. TLREZEMALNERILE
KA EIETE B B 25 1R RN AT E .
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