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Abstract

The author analyzes the structure and characteristics of American culture, discusses the characte-
ristics and manifestations of the American psyche, reveals the function and mechanism of the
psychological shaping by the culture, and demonstrates the meaning of our research. We take cul-
ture as a free and live information system, which mainly in the “metaphysical” way exists outside
the process of development, mature, decay and doom of all members, and in which there is a “cul-
tural triangle” that consists of three elements, i.e., the ideas of existence, nature and society. We
regard the individual psyche as an information system whose development, maturation, aging and
death are accompanied by physiology, and in which there is a “psychological triangle” that com-
poses of drive, knowledge and intelligence. The culture and the psyche have the same structure
and the similar function. We suggest that the culture is the logic comprehensiveness of the whole
individual psyches and the psyche is an individual “token” of the whole culture; culture is a “big
psyche” of a group and psyche is a “small culture” of an individual; culture is a “pickle jar”, and
psyche is a “pickled vegetable”; and specific biological genetics, and some cultural elements, as
well as the natural environment, family atmosphere, community conditions, public opinion, com-
monly shape a wide range of individual psyches. The author stipulates the characteristics of
American culture and its shaping of American psyche as the “case analysis” of above theory, and
points out the reference functions of this discussion for understanding the advantages and disad-
vantages of American civilization, and the psychological gap between American people and Chi-
nese people.
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Figure 1. Purpose and mean of social existence
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Figure 2. Morality and capability of personal psychological system
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