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Abstract

In the Battle of Suiyang, Zhang Xun, as a local official of the Tang Dynasty, died at his post unfortu-
nately when he fought against a Lushan’s rebel force. Zhang Xun was awarded posthumously Du-
du(#&) of Yangzhou by Emperor Suzong of Tang. At the same time, Emperor Suzong of Tang built
a temple in Suiyang for Zhang Xun and commanded the people to worship Zhang Xun every year.
Zhang Xun was awarded posthumously the first-class Meritorious Statesman by Emperor Xizong of
Tang. The sacrificial offering, which was made by the central government, had an influence on the
spreading of stories of Zhang Xun’s heroism and loyalty among the people broadly. The scope of
Zhang Xun belief’s influence expanded continuously because of the worship of the people. Espe-
cially in the Song Dynasty, Zhang Xun was also awarded posthumously by the rulers of the central
government. Temples were built all parts of the country, praising Zhang Xun’s heroism and loyalty.
In a word, Zhang Xun belief spread gradually from the region of Suiyang to the region of Jiangsu
and Zhejiang with the support of the Song Dynasty, the praise of the intelligentsia and the migra-
tion from the North to the South.
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