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Abstract

In traditional Chinese society, the gentry class communicated temples with the countryside and
played an indispensable role in rural governance. In the contemporary era, the new rural leader-
ship has attracted much attention. They should not only have the spirit of the times of reform and
innovation, but also inherit the spirit of the ancient gentry. This paper takes Lushi Township
Treaty and Nangan Township Treaty as examples to analyze the gentry stratum in traditional so-
ciety, to explore the local gentry’s rural governance thought, and to further link with the contem-
porary “Yanglin Bridge Model” to explore the legitimacy of modern rural elite, in order to promote
the effective role of modern rural elite.
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