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Abstract

During seventy years after the founding of New China, the economy continued to grow at a high
speed while the economic growth pattern did not change substantially. Extensive economic
growth is not sustainable, and intensive growth is the only choice. This article first analyzes the
characteristics of the four-stage economic growth mode and finds that the economic growth in the
70 years since the founding of New China is still mainly dependent on the growth of factor inputs,
and the extensive economic growth mode has not been fundamentally changed. The necessity of
economic growth mode transformation is not only the external pressures on China’s economic
development at this stage, but also internal demands. Finally, combined with the practical expe-
rience of economic development, it puts forward strategic choices and policy recommendations
for the future transformation of China’s economic growth mode from the perspective of sustaina-
ble development.
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Figure 1. Trend of China’s GDP from 1952 to 1978
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Figure 2. The trend of China’s economic growth rate from 1952

to 1978
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Table 1. Changes in the composition of China’s GDP from 1952 to 1979
= 1.1952~1979 Frh EE A4 = S ERM R

Ay 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960
F—rk 50.5% 45.9% 45.6% 46.25 43.1% 40.1% 34.0% 26.5% 23.2%
| 20.8% 23.2% 24.3% 24.3% 27.2% 29.6% 36.9% 42.6% 44.4%
=k 28.7% 30.9% 29.5% 29.5% 29.7% 30.3% 29.2% 30.9% 32.4%

GR 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969
H—ralk 35.8% 39.0% 39.9% 38.0% 37.5% 37.2% 39.8% 41.6% 37.5%
ol 31.9% 31.3% 33.1% 35.3% 35.1% 37.9% 33.9% 31.1% 35.4%
|4 32.3% 29.7% 27.1% 26.6% 27.4% 24.9% 26.3% 27.2% 27.1%

G 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978
H—rlk 34.8% 33.6% 32.4% 32.9% 33.4% 32.0% 32.4% 29.0% 27.7%
|4 40.3% 41.9% 42.8% 42.8% 42.4% 45.4% 45.0% 46.7% 47.7%
==k 24.9% 24.4% 24.8% 24.2% 24.1% 22.7% 22.6% 24.3% 24.6%
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Figure 3. Trends of GDP contribution rate of China’s three industries from 1978 to 2018
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Figure 4. China’s foreign investment amount trend from 1983 to 2018
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Figure 5. Trend of China’s foreign investment growth rate from 1983 to 2018
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Figure 6. Trend of China’s foreign trade dependence from 1978 to 2018
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Figure 7. The annual average concentration of PM2.5 air pollution in China
from 1990 to 2017
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