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Abstract

Through a systematic cross-cultural comparative study of the paradox of Chinese learner, Li Jing
proposes that the Western view of learning is “mind-oriented” while the East Asian view of learn-
ing is “virtue-oriented”. This paper first affirms the positive side of “virtue-oriented” learning in
stimulating and mobilizing learners’ subjective initiative, and then points out its three potential
drawbacks—resulting in children’s psychological problems, one-sided and absolute thinking, and
the absence of mental qualities. Finally, a way of learning that emphasizes method and strategy is
put forward to be considered as a balance between both “virtue” and “mind”.
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