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Abstract

Gramsciantonio is one of the most original western Marxist theorists in the 20th century. Its “civil
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society” is a core concept of Gramsci’s theory. Gramsci’s civil society theory is different from Aris-
totle’s civil society theory relative to “savage society” in ancient Greece, and is different from the
civil society of “social non-governmental organizations outside the state power” by modern en-
lightenment thinkers such as Locke and Rousseau, which is different from Hegel’s civil society
with ethical significance and Marx’s civil society with economic foundation significance. Gramsci’s
civil society theory is based on western traditional culture and historical reality, and inherits and
develops Marx’s civil society theory. His civil society belongs to superstructure, divides the coun-
try into “political society” and “civil society”, puts forward the concept of “state = political society +
civil society”, and emphasizes the importance of leadership in the field of national ideology, which
is a new development of civil society theory. Gramsci’s theory of civil society not only enriches and
develops Marxism, but also has profound guiding significance for the modernization of socialism
with Chinese characteristics in contemporary society in the 21st century, strengthening the lea-
dership in the cultural field and realizing the great Chinese dream.
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