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Abstract

Under the background of reform and opening, with the cancellation of the People’s Commune sys-
tem and the development of the household contract responsibility system, the household registra-
tion system began to loosen, releasing a number of rural labor forces originally fixed on the land.
At the same time, the emergence of a large number of foreign-invested enterprises and private
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enterprises in cities, coupled with the wave of state-owned enterprise reform; these enterprises
had put forward a new demand for labor supply in quantity. Under the impetus of the system and
the attack of capital, farmers gradually left the countryside to make a living in the city, and became
hired laborers and migrant workers involved in the capital relationship. According to Marx’s class
theory, the class of migrant workers in China is only the spontaneous class and has not yet formed
a conscious class. Free workers released from rural areas flooded into cities and were hired by
enterprises of different ownership types, eventually forming a huge class of migrant workers.
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