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Abstract

The research question of this paper is: why did the United States fall into excessive defensive psy-
chology in policy after the launch of the first man-made satellite of the Soviet Union? Based on the
neoclassical realistic theoretical framework, the explanatory variables listed include system sti-
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mulation (independent variable), leader cognition (intermediary variable) and policy output of
excessive defense psychology (dependent variable). Using the process tracking method, this paper
analyzes the cases from 1957 to 1958. The conclusion is that because of its two-level structure, the
United States is very sensitive to the changes of power distribution in the international system
under the state of anarchy. What's more, the USA lacked the resources of investigation and intelli-
gence, which means the leaders can not accurately perceive the distribution signal of the real
power, which affects the power perception; under the influence of strategic culture, domestic au-
dience cost and historical experience, the leaders made a strategic decision to respond to exces-
sive defense psychology.
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Table 1. Relationship between system pressure and strategic environment
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Figure 1. Core variable mechanism
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Table 2. NIE 11-4-57 assessment data on the number of soviet intercontinental ballistic missiles
%= 2. ERERITEME(NIE 11-4-57) 53 75 B M BragiE S8 3 8| A0 1T BiE

1958~1959 1961~1962
PN 100 500
EEH 24 120~130

(¥4 K NIE 11-4-57, Main Trends in Soviet Capabilities and Policies 1957~1962, Nov 12, 1951, CK3100402933,
DDRS)

Table 3. Elsop’s assessment of the number of intercontinental missiles
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WIZEE R 2 2 s SRS RITE ) . Jbat: JUMHARH: 2017 ERR, 25 39 L.

BRI RV RE I 79 NIBU RS, AR A LN AL, B35 0 (R 5 e bt
OUARB RS, FELIUIE], AR ek LA A b 1R 15 5 DL RS K0 35 o R 5% [ U 5 5 R AR ) e
2, XFEINUESE 1 S (PPl R R A KA I0[19] . TR NIkl R, AT 452k
RIRIE BRI — M CIR B S 2, S8 e AN IR I IR0, W TPl A7 ik 5 2k 1
AInE AL, AR ] R R AT B, IR TR EE AR A, SEE M B A E R
YO TS i S R AR PRBE (1R SR D05 RIS T S R 2 AL 5 R B KT U, 25 A
PG AR RE R RIS, T2, B b, ROe ERSBUR R 1R = 2 2B 1
REM, FLITBHRYAERTT 75—, O RSFBURIIGE TR S EGR, £33 )
T T AR R TR 67 143878, JTAR LBt AT A A& 4H[20].

Xt 25 D SR ALt SRR S B8 T B B AR BRI — KR 20 Th 20 1 37 ke 57 O e ih
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