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Abstract

Japan was the first country in Asia to develop foreign aid. Through ODA, Japan has played an eco-
nomic role in promoting Japan’s post-war economic recovery and expanding foreign trade, and
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has also brought great international influence to Japan politically. One belt, one road initiative, is
helpful to China’s foreign aid. This paper briefly summarizes the development process of Japan’s
ODA, and combined with the development history of China’s foreign aid since the reform and
opening up, it is judged that China is currently in the rising stage of foreign aid, which is very sim-
ilar to the situation of Japan’s ODA in the 1980s and at the turning point of great change. This re-
quires us to fully learn from Japan’s experience in foreign aid on the basis of adhering to China’s
foreign principles.
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Figure 1. Japan’s ODA to China (1996~2008)
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Figure 2. Japan’s technical assistance to China (2008~2015)
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Figure 3. Japan’s free financial assistance to China (2008~2015)
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Figure 4. Annual expenditure scale of China’s foreign aid from 1978 to 2015 (RMB 100 million)
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