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Abstract

Filial piety is an important part of traditional Chinese morality, and it is a moral code that shapes
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Chinese family relationships and promotes family harmony and stability. However, in the ancient
family relationship, the concept of filial piety was permeated by “no violation”. The elders re-
quired the younger generation to obey absolutely and the younger generation had to fulfill the
unconditional filial piety responsibility to the elder; play an active role in the development of con-
temporary Chinese families. However, contemporary Chinese families show a downward trend in
the intergenerational relationship of “graciousness goes down”. The authority of the patriarch is
no longer dominated by the patriarchal system. The development of traditional filial piety in fami-
lies with “graciousness goes down” faces many difficulties. Only by having insight into its specific
difficulties, exploring the opportunities of the new era from the gaps in the difficulties, combining
it with Marxism, reinterpreting the content of filial piety and inheriting and carrying forward the
new filial piety through practical paths, can the Chinese culture of filial piety be preserved forever.
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