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Abstract

The belief of the God of the sea in ancient Japan was derived from the fear and reverence of the sea
in ancient Japan, which was initially manifested as the natural belief of ocean worship. This paper
analyzes the important position of the sea in the world outlook of ancient Japan with three myths
from the perspective of mythology of Kojiki and Nihonshoki. After that, it enumerates and dis-
cusses in detail the origin of the myth, the reason of belief and the development of belief of Watat-
sumi and Ebisu. Finally, the paper summarizes the present situation of the development of modern
sea God belief, which is of certain value to the study of sea God under the Shinto system of Japan
and the Japanese folk sea God belief.
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