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Abstract

Hindered by the decline of national power after the Kangxi-Qianlong era, the famine relief system,
which had been running well in the Qing Dynasty, gradually lost its effectiveness in the 19th cen-
tury. Although the “famine relief’ system attempted to transform by introducing social forces and
other means, it still could not escape the fate of collapse. Overall, the collapse of the relief system
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in the 19th century Qing dynasty was caused by both external and internal pressures, with the fi-
nancial crisis serving as the primary trigger. Although there were attempts to transform the relief
system by introducing social forces, these efforts failed to alter the declining trend. This was
mainly due to the Qing government'’s restrictions on the exercise of other forces in order to main-
tain its own authority, ultimately stemming from the inherent limitations of the feudal autocratic
system. The collapse of the relief system was actually a manifestation of the increasing difficulty of
the feudal autocratic system to meet the needs of social development and achieve paradigm
reform.
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