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Abstract

The redemption system is an alternative method of punishment by exchanging property, labor or
status for punishment. It was developed in the Xia Dynasty and abolished in the Qing Dynasty, and
had many characteristics of maintaining the stability of the state, protecting the privileged class,
satisfying the financial economy, and reflecting the benevolent attitude of government. Although
the redemption system was born in the background of feudal autocracy, it has natural class dis-
advantages, but the system itself has reference value for modern law, which is conducive to estab-
lishing a victim compensation mechanism in substantive criminal law, easing the controversy over
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the retention or abolition of free sentences, and making up for the lack of judicial funding. The re-
construction of the redemption system is the same as the development trend of lightening the pe-
nalty for minor crimes, which reflects our country’s inheritance attitude of knowing the source of
the local legal resources and removing the bad ones, and opens up a new path for the construction
of the rule of law with Chinese characteristics.
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