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Abstract

Grassroots women'’s federations are the closest and most direct organizations to women and have
played an important role in promoting women’s development. However, the education level of
rural women is generally low, and grassroots women’s federations face challenges in penetrating
the rural acquaintance society and addressing other issues that hinder their ability to fulfill their
roles. This paper focuses on Y County as the research field and analyzes the action strategy of Y
County Women's Federation in participating in social governance through participation observa-
tion and in-depth investigation. Using French sociologist Bourdieu’s theory of “field, habitus, and
cultural capital” as an analytical tool, this paper explores the action dilemmas faced by Y County
Women'’s Federation, such as their inability to serve the grassroots and their lack of enthusiasm
for work, what strategies have been adopted to overcome the barriers of the acquaintance society,
and what action logic is reflected behind these strategies? Research has found that the Women’s
Federation of Y County has creatively established a council of village wives in the acquaintance so-
ciety to break social service barriers and govern locals, meeting the diverse demands of the vil-
lagers.
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Figure 1. The timeline of the establishment of the Village Wives Council
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Figure 2. Dynamic mechanism of rural women’s identity
reconstruction
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