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Abstract

One of the main reasons why international investment arbitration has come under heavy criticism
is that investment arbitral tribunals have repeatedly issued inconsistent awards on the same is-
sues. In this regard, scholars have put forward proposals, including the introduction of an appeal
mechanism and the establishment of a precedent system for awards, to ensure consistency in the
outcome of awards. However, in some cases, the application of the principle of res judicata is an
effective means of ensuring the consistency of arbitral awards. With regard to the application
standard of res judicata, the traditional “triple identity” standard is widely recognized in two legal
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systems. This article is based on the premise that international investment arbitral awards have
res judicata, while putting forward different views on the application standard of traditional res
judicata, and finally analyzing the practical problems of res judicata of international investment
arbitral awards in the light of specific cases, and identifying appropriate and reasonable solutions.
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