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Abstract

Humans use emotions as a way to convey social information, with positive emotions meaning
comfort and safety, and negative emotions representing threat. However, there are differences,
large or small, in the detection or search speed for different emotions. For example, when emo-
tions A and B are both targets and distractors, there is a significant difference in search speed for
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the two targets, known as the emotional search asymmetry effect. Currently, numerous scholars
have conducted extensive research on this, but there are always some controversial results,
whether it is at the behavioral or brain mechanism level. This article briefly introduces some be-
havioral and brain mechanism research and discusses the reasons for the conflicting results, sug-
gesting that various additional variables between different types of research may be the cause of
these inconsistent conclusions of asymmetry.
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