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Abstract

The imperial documents are important official documents in ancient China, and in the previous
results, the research on the use of canon in imperial documents mostly focuses on the field of lite-
rature, while the historiography mostly concentrates on the study of the use of canon in stone
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carvings and inscriptions. The two Jin dynasties were the second period of great historical changes
in China, so the two Jin dynasties have greater research value. The writers’ references to historical
figures take up a large proportion of the content of the texts of the two Jin dynasties. Because in all
kinds of imperial texts, the emperor and ministers would quote the evaluation of the predecessors,
the deeds of the people, the famous quotations and the famous sentences which are in line with
the contents of the imperial texts to enrich the content of the Zou (Zi{). Therefore, this paper
takes historical figures as an example, and starts from the research on the use of canonical refer-
ences in the imperial texts of the two Jin dynasties, taking the period of the two Jin dynasties as the
starting point, combining with innovative thinking, and utilizing novel classification methods to
deeply explore the research on the use of canonical references for historical figures in the imperi-
al texts of the two Jin dynasties.
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