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Abstract

Judicial formalism is summarized from the revolt against formalism theory, and there is no clear
concrete concept. Although judicial formalism takes logical reasoning as its core and emphasizes
judicial autonomy, it is not equivalent to mechanical judicature and legalism. Its reasonable con-
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notation includes respect for the spirit of the law and analysis of the original intention and pur-
pose of the legislation. Popular will trial, as a phenomenon in judicial practice, has different titles.
The judgment can be called a “popular will trial” if it draws on the value judgment of the people to
some extent. It should also be alert to the improper influence of “public anger” on the judiciary.
The scholars who oppose popular will trial actually oppose the chaos in those trials, which is
mainly reflected in a series of behaviors of the news media, parties to the cases and administrative
agencies who interfere in judicial justice for their own selfish interests. Popular will needs to be
properly screened and cannot dominate the trial. From the perspective of value measurement and
substantive justice, it can be proved that public opinion trial has application space in formalistic
justice.
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