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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the differences in attentional bias for negative emotional facial
expressions between rural left-behind children and non-left-behind children. Using the dot-probe
paradigm and with 68 primary school students as participants (30 left-behind children and 38
non-left-behind children), the study compared the attentional biases of the two groups towards
negative and neutral facial expression pictures. The results revealed that the left-behind children
showed significantly higher attentional bias towards negative emotional facial pictures compared
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to the non-left-behind children, while no significant differences were found between the two
groups in terms of gender or parental education level. This suggests that left-behind children tend
to pay more attention to negative emotional information, consistent with the attentional bias cha-
racteristics associated with depression. However, due to the limited sample size, the generaliza-
bility of the results requires further validation. Overall, the study provides preliminary evidence
for the relationship between attentional bias and depression in left-behind children, which may
contribute to the development of interventions for the psychological health of left-behind child-
ren.
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Table 1. Demographic data difference comparison
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Table 2. Average response times and standard deviations of high and low depression level groups to probe points in different
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Table 3. Analysis of variance results of response times to probe points in different positions between high and low depres-

sion level groups
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