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Abstract

Due to the high incidence of cyber crimes, the academic community proposed to use the criminal
policy of “fighting early and fighting small” to control cyber crimes, but the basis is not complete.
The theory of demand elasticity is an important theory in criminal economics, which tests the re-
sponse degree of crime when criminal policy changes: the greater the demand elasticity, the
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greater the response degree of crime to criminal policy, the greater the effect of criminal policy on
criminal governance. The theory of demand elasticity can test the matching degree of “early and
small” and cyber crime. The criminal policy of “fighting early and fighting small” is based on the
source of crime governance and the enthusiasm of combating crime, which is in line with the
needs of cyber crime governance in China. Adopting the criminal policy of “fighting early and
fighting small” is conducive to improving the probability of punishment, thus raising the level of
punishment price, and finally controlling the number of cyber crimes. While actively using the
criminal policy of “fighting early and fighting small”, we should not be too superstitious about sin-
gle policy governance. We still need to follow the basic criminal policy of “combining mercy with
severity” to prevent breakthroughs through the principle of legal punishment.
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Figure 1. Demand elasticity curve diagram
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