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Abstract

The rise of western industrial civilization has enabled many capitalist countries to develop rapidly,
and the ensuing economic crisis and ecological crisis have gradually emerged. This phenomenon
has led philosophers to rethink and examine the western consumption values. As one of the out-
standing representatives of Frankfurt School, Marcuse, on the basis of inheriting the philosophical
thoughts of predecessors, analyzed the root of the phenomenon of consumption alienation, re-
vealed the wrong consumption concept deliberately created by western developed industrial so-
ciety, analyzed the harm of consumption alienation to individuals, culture and ecology, and then
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criticized the emerging control means in contemporary capitalist society. At present, studying
Marcuse’s consumption alienation theory is of great enlightening significance for understanding
the problems faced by our society and solving the social problems caused by consumption.
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