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Abstract

The relationship between righteousness and profit in ancient China was influenced by specific
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historical backgrounds at different stages and presented extremely characteristic features of the
times. The defense of righteousness and profit in the Southern Song Dynasty was mainly divided
into two schools, namely the School of Science and the School of Zhedong Matters. The commodity
economy developed rapidly in that period, and the number of civil dispute cases had a surge, espe-
cially in field and house type transactions. This paper will study the book judgments related to dis-
putes over land and property in Volume 4 to Volume 6 of “Collection of Court Verdicts”, which is an
exemplary work of judgments, and will analyze the typology of such cases to explore the orientation
of righteousness and benefit in the book judgments. Although the expression is different from the
practice, Minggong dealt with the cases in a quasi-legal manner, based on reasoning, and formed
the “righteousness” as the core, and “righteousness and benefit go hand in hand”, so as to realize the
balance between individual justice, legal justice and social justice.
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