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Abstract

There is a divergence of opinion in legal practice regarding whether the theft of virtual property
should be treated as a property crime or a computer crime. In this context, virtual property in online
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games is considered a type of narrow virtual property. The property nature of virtual assets has
been the subject of debate, with arguments both for and against recognizing them as property. From
a theoretical perspective, virtual property possesses the core elements of property and plays a sig-
nificant role in social and economic activities, so its property nature should be recognized. Inter-
preting online game virtual property as tangible property aligns with the principle of legality in
criminal law, while categorizing the theft of virtual property as a computer crime raises several
challenges in terms of legal interest protection, means of committing the crime, proportionality of
criminal responsibility, and the unity of legal order. Players are the actual owners of virtual prop-
erty in online games, whereas operators are merely data custodians. The “loss of control” theory
provides a practical and reasonable framework for determining whether the theft of virtual prop-
erty is complete. Actions such as remotely and publicly stealing online game virtual property should
be classified as theft; infringing on the virtual property of the operator can be prosecuted as a com-
puter-related crime; recovery of virtual property using technical means should not be treated as a
crime; and simple account information does not fall within the scope of virtual property. The price
of virtual property in online games should primarily be assessed by price certification agencies,
with judicial authorities providing supplementary evaluations. Given the current state of societal
development, the criminal law should at least recognize the property nature of online game virtual
assets.
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