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Abstract

At present, the factor of children’s education has become the dominant force driving most rural
families to make the decision to move to cities. The migration of rural families for education is an
important social phenomenon in the process of county-level urbanization, forming a unique land-
scape of urbanization driven by education. However, in the current situation where the rate of
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education migration is much higher than the urbanization rate, a disharmony has emerged between
education migration and family migration. The “giant schools and large classes” in county towns
contrast sharply with the “sparrow” schools in the countryside, which are in a state of decline, high-
lighting the problem of excessive educational urbanization. Based on this, this paper takes City A as
the research site and uses a multi-logic analysis framework to analyze the driving mechanism be-
hind the phenomenon of education migration, dissecting the role process of various subjects such
as the state, county governments, and the market in influencing rural families’ decisions, with the
aim of providing insights for the development of a people-oriented new type of urbanization.
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Figure 1. Educational resources distribution map of City A
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Figure 2. Scatter plot showing the proportion of the number of students admitted to junior high
schools in each administrative district to the total population of each district in 2023
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Figure 3. Motivation mechanism of education migration
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