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Abstract

Service invention rewards and remuneration are statutory rights entitled to inventors for completing
service-related inventions. In disputes over such compensation, determining the obligated entities for
payment is the primary issue to resolve. This article first interprets the term “the unit granted the
patent right” under Article 15 of the Patent Law from perspectives of legislative intent, historical in-
terpretation, and systematic interpretation, proposing that “the unit granted the patent right” refers
to “the inventor’s employing unit.” It then discusses how to identify the obligated entities when incon-
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sistencies arise between “the inventor’s employing unit” and “the unit granted the patent right” in
common scenarios such as “collaborative innovation” and “related-party transactions,” aiming to safe-
guard inventors’ rights to rewards and remuneration. Through case analysis, the study argues that:
(1) In collaborative innovation contexts, collaborator entities should be guided to establish agree-
ments on cross-institutional service invention rewards and remuneration, requiring rights-transfer-
ring entities to retain benefit-sharing rights; (2) In related-party transaction scenarios, enterprise
groups and their affiliated member companies should be recognized as jointly obligated entities for
service invention rewards and remuneration, bearing joint and several liabilities.
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