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Abstract

The longstanding ambiguity surrounding the scope and limitations of public disclosure of administra-
tive penalty decisions has provided administrative agencies with excessive discretionary power to
widely disclose penalty information targeting affected individuals. Article 48 of China’s Administrative
Penalty Law, which establishes a disclosure system for penalty decisions with “certain societal influ-
ence,” possesses inherent legitimacy. It plays a critical role in regulating and supervising administra-
tive actions while safeguarding the privacy rights and human dignity of individuals subject to penal-
ties. However, further interpretation of the legal norms is necessary, guided by judicial practice. This
includes clarifying disclosure boundaries prior to implementation, differentiating the processing of
penalty information during disclosure, and establishing post-disclosure remedial pathways for po-
tential infringements on personal rights. Through these measures, the penalty decision disclosure
system can be refined, advancing the construction of a rule-of-law government.
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