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Abstract

Under the pressing demands of ecological environmental protection and restoration, as well as the
strategic objectives of carbon peaking and carbon neutrality, substitute performance through carbon
sink purchase has gradually emerged as a critical option for ecological environmental damage reme-
diation and compensation. However, in judicial practice, the application of this mechanism faces chal-
lenges such as the expanding scope of judicial application and the closure of traditional restoration
approaches. These issues stem from ambiguous judicial interpretations of the scope and conditions
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stipulated in Article 20 of the Supreme People’s Court Interpretation on Several Issues Concerning the
Application of Law in the Trial of Forest Resource Civil Dispute Cases. This article seeks to clarify the
normative framework for substitute performance through carbon sink purchase by interpreting and
analyzing its objectives in ecological damage compensation, the legal nature of carbon sink purchase,
and the connotation of substitute performance. It concludes that carbon sink purchase and traditional
restoration measures (e.g. reforestation and vegetation restoration) should function as complemen-
tary mechanisms to jointly facilitate the recovery of damaged forest ecosystems. Furthermore, the ap-
plication of substitute performance through carbon sink purchase must be exercised prudently to en-
sure the comprehensiveness and specificity of ecological environmental restoration.
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Table 1. Judicial application of carbon sink purchase as substitute performance
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RN ESRGHIKE .
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