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Abstract

The Marriage and Family Section of the Civil Code introduces the concept of “dissipation” as a criti-
cal factor affecting both intra-marital division of property and the distribution of marital property
upon divorce. Judicial Interpretation 11 on the Marriage and Family Section further delineates the
specific manifestations of “dissipation” behavior. Analyzing the constituent elements and legal con-
sequences of “dissipation” clarifies the boundaries of spouses’ rights to dispose of marital property
during marriage and elucidates its impact on property allocation. In Chinese matrimonial law, “dis-
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sipation” parallels the notion of “dissipation” in common law jurisdictions, referring to the improper
disposal of marital property by one spouse during the marriage. Its determination adopts a “pur-
pose + amount” standard, referring to behavior that serves personal gratification and exceeds rea-
sonable household expenditure levels. Legally, the aggrieved spouse may request intra-marital di-
vision of property or, in divorce proceedings, seek a reduction or denial of the dissipation spouse’s
share of marital assets. This framework balances the protection of marital stability with the pre-
vention of abusive financial conduct, reflecting evolving judicial priorities in safeguarding equitable
property rights within marriage.
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