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Abstract

This study takes Habermas’ communicative ethics as a theoretical prism to reinterpret the modern
transformation path of Confucian role ethics. By analyzing the ontological tension between commu-
nicative rationality and “the unity of the principle and its manifestations”, it reveals the practical
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wisdom of Confucian ethics in the “differential order” of “balancing the general and the particular”,
which transcends the universalization principle of proceduralism. The study argues that the “inter-
action between benevolence and propriety” model of Confucianism, through the integration of em-
bodied moral practice and intersubjective dialogue, not only maintains the particular dimension of
“loving relatives and respecting superiors”, but also opens up a consensus space of “reaching the
state of harmony” in the ethical politics of “the world for the public”. In response to the modernity
predicament dominated by instrumental rationality, the article proposes to reconstruct cross-cul-
tural ethical dialogue with “the unity of the principle and its manifestations”, and balance univer-
sality and particularity through the mutual construction of the “harmony without uniformity” par-
adigm, providing theoretical support for the ethical construction of a community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind.
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