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Abstract

As an important economic space in the vernacular society, the rural bazaar maintains a unique trad-
ing order through the complex informal cooperation mechanism among business subjects. Based
on participant observation and in-depth interviews, this paper focuses on the interactive practices
of the trader groups and reveals the complex cooperative networks constructed through the recip-
rocal strategies of temporal and spatial dislocation. The study finds that the development of
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marketplace business entities presents a multidimensional mutual support network: through the
spatial exchange of “occupying and guarding”, the diversion of customers when there is a shortage
of goods, the gift of goods for daily business, and the sharing of market information, the vendors
have built a flexible network of relationships among themselves. Based on local ethics, the vendors
form the mechanism of “asymmetric return”, exchanging low-cost material inputs for options on
future returns, accumulating credit assets through repeated games, and ultimately realizing a dy-
namic balance between economic goals and social relations. The cooperative order spontaneously
formed in the rural bazaar through the intermingling of human ethics and economic rationality pro-
vides a new perspective for understanding the resilience of informal economic organizations in ru-
ral areas, and also provides practical insights for optimizing the governance of the bazaar.
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